
 

Official Tournament Policies 
Welcome to DZ Tournaments. Our goal is to provide a fun, competitive, and fair 
experience for all athletes, coaches, and families. To ensure consistency and safety 
across all events, we’ve outlined our official policies and procedures below. All 
participating teams, players, coaches, and spectators are expected to read and 
understand these rules prior to attending any DZ Tournaments event. 

 

Registration and Scheduling 
All teams must complete the registration form in full and provide complete payment in 
order to secure a spot in any DZ Tournament event. Full payment or the partial $75 
starting payment will guarantee a reversed spot. Incomplete registrations or unpaid 
balances will not be considered confirmed. Tournament schedules will be released the 
Wednesday prior to the event start date and will be distributed via email directly to all 
head coaches as well as posted on our website. We strongly encourage teams to register 
early, as space is limited and spots are filled on a first-come, first-served basis once 
payment is received. Game Standings, seeding, and scores will be attached to the 
tournament schedule. Game times are subject to change due to weather or other 
unforeseen circumstances. 

 

 

 

 



 

Tournament Format 
All tournaments hosted by DZ Tournaments follow a three-game guarantee format. Each 
team is guaranteed a minimum of three games, though additional games may be played 
based on advancement into bracket rounds. Seeding, brackets, and tie-breaking 
procedures will be provided through our website prior to the tournament. 

 

Please be aware that games may begin up to 30 minutes early. Teams are required to be 
ready to play at least 30 minutes prior to their scheduled game time. If a team is not 
ready to begin play with at least eight eligible players within 10 minutes of the scheduled 
start time (including an early start), the game will be declared a forfeit. 

 

In the event of a forfeit: 

●​ The forfeiting team will be issued a loss​
 

●​ The non-forfeiting team will be awarded a win, with a +1 run per scheduled 
inning added to the final score​
 (e.g., in a 6-inning game, the winning team will receive a score of 6–0)​
 

If a team forfeits in the middle of a game, the score at the time of forfeit will stand, and +1 
run will be added to the non-forfeiting team’s score for each remaining inning that was 
not played due to the forfeit. 

These rules are enforced to ensure fairness across pool play and seeding, and to maintain 
a smooth and predictable tournament schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Refund Policy  
We understand that plans can change, so our refund policy is designed to be fair and 
transparent. 

Refund Terms - If the entire amount has been paid and your team drops out of the 
tournament more than 21 days before the tournament, the full amount less a $25 online 
payment processing fee will be refunded. If your team cancels within 21 days of the 
tournament, your payment will be fully credited to a future tournament for the current 
year or the following year.  

○​ Credits are valid for 2027 and 2028 tournaments.​
 

Weather-Related Cancellations 

If the tournament or individual games are canceled by the Tournament Committee due 
to weather, refunds will be issued as follows: 

Weather related refunds - No games played, the full amount less a $25 online payment 
processing fee will be refunded. One game played, 60% refund. Two or more games 
played, no refund.​
 

●​ Note: A game is considered played as soon as the first warm-up pitch is thrown 
from the mound. 

All Refunds will be processed to the original method of payment within 7–10 business 
days of approval. 

Disqualifications & No-Shows 

●​ No refunds will be issued to teams disqualified for rule violations or to teams that 
fail to show up without prior communication before the tournament start date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

$75 Partial Pay Instructions and Rules 

This option is available for teams who may not have the full registration fee at the time 
of signup. 

Payment terms - Remaining amount to be paid is due no later than 21 days before the 
tournament start date to be guaranteed play.  

Refund Terms - If only this amount has been paid, this payment is not refundable if your team 
drops out of the tournament.  

●​ A $75 partial payment reserves your spot temporarily.​
 

●​ An invoice for the remaining balance will be emailed to coaches/managers 
periodically until the full payment is received (no later than 6 weeks before the 
tournament start date).​
 

●​ If the $75 payment is made but no invoice payment is received, the payment is 
not eligible for any refund or credit.​
 

●​ If the $75 payment is made and the remaining balance is paid, the registration is 
eligible for refunds or credits according to the standard refund policy above.​
 

 

Prostesting  
 
The protest process exists to ensure fair play and proper rule enforcement. Judgment 
calls made by umpires are final and not subject to protest. 
 

Protests are allowed only for: 

●​ Rule misinterpretation or incorrect rule application​
 

●​ Scorekeeping or game administration errors​
 

Protests are NOT allowed for: 

●​ Balls and strikes​
 



 

 

●​ Safe/out calls​
 

●​ Fair/foul calls 

 

●​ Umpire judgment decisions​
 

●​ Coach strategy decisions 

How to File a Protest 

1.​ The Head Coach must immediately notify the home plate umpire before the next 
pitch or play begins. The home plate umpire will notify the opposing team that 
the game is being paused due to a protest. ​
 

2.​ The coach must clearly state to the home plate umpire: “We are protesting the 
ruling.”​
 

3.​ A protest fee must be submitted to the Tournament Director within 5 minutes. 

4.​ The game will be paused and the tournament directors will review the protest and 
make a decision accordingly. After the protest decision has been made, the game 
will resume play.  

​
Protest Fee: $100 cash (refunded if protest is upheld) 

 

Ejection Policy  
Ejection penalties will be decided by the tournament director.  

 

Weather Policy 

All weather-related decisions will be made at the discretion of the Tournament 
Directors. The safety of players, coaches, and spectators is our top priority. 

●​ Lightning: In the event of lightning, all games will be immediately suspended. A 
minimum 30-minute delay will follow each lightning strike observed or detected 



 

 within the area. The 30-minute timer will restart with every subsequent 
lightning strike. 

 

●​ Rain: Games will continue in light rain as long as field conditions remain safe and 
playable. The Tournament Directors will determine if play must be paused, 
delayed, or canceled due to field safety or excessive weather conditions. 

 

●​ Cold Weather: If the “feels like” temperature falls below 32°F, the Tournament 
Directors will evaluate conditions to determine if play can continue safely. Games 
may be delayed or canceled depending on player safety, field conditions, and 
weather forecasts.​
 

●​ Rescheduling or Cancellations: Every effort will be made to complete games as 
scheduled. However, schedule adjustments or cancellations may occur as 
necessary due to weather or field safety concerns. If a game is canceled before it is 
considered completed (Look at rules for a completed game), scores will stand as is 
at the time of cancellation.  If uncompleted games are canceled due to weather 
they will follow our refund policy.  ​
 

The Tournament Directors’ decisions are final regarding all weather-related matters. 

 

Dispute Resolution 
In the event of a rule dispute or protest, all matters will be reviewed and resolved by the 
Tournament Directors and the DZ Tournaments Committee. Their decisions will be final 
and are not subject to appeal. 

 

Code of Conduct 
We expect the highest standards of sportsmanship from all participants, coaches, and 
spectators. Any behavior that an umpire or tournament official determines to be 
intentionally distracting to a pitcher, batter, or fielder may result in a warning to the 
team. If the behavior continues, the team’s manager may be ejected, and the team may 
forfeit the game. 



 

 

Unsportsmanlike conduct, including inappropriate language or aggressive behavior by a 
coach, player, or spectator toward another team, umpire, tournament official, or director, 
will not be tolerated. Individuals behaving in this manner will be required to leave the 
facility immediately. These standards apply to all participants and spectators for the 
duration of the event. 

 

Park Rules 
To ensure a safe and enjoyable environment for everyone, all park guests must comply 
with the following rules. Violating any of these policies will result in being asked to leave 
the premises: 

●​ No grills, RVs, or tailgating​
 

●​ No pets (unless service animals)​
 

●​ No smoking or alcohol anywhere on park grounds​
 

Concession stands and restrooms will be available at all venues. If for any reason 
concessions will not be available during the tournament, a message will be sent out to all 
registered teams and participants at least one week before the event. 

NOTE: Park rules are created based on venue and city restrictions.  

 

Fair Play and Anti-Cheating Policy 
DZ Tournaments maintains a strict policy against cheating, rule manipulation, and 
roster violations. Any team found violating roster rules, falsifying player eligibility, or 
attempting to manipulate the outcome of games in any way will be disqualified from the 
tournament without refund. We are committed to maintaining the integrity of our 
events and will enforce all rules accordingly. 

 
 

 



Media and Photo Use 
DZ Tournaments may take photos or videos during the tournament for use in marketing, 
social media, or future event promotions. By participating in a DZ Tournaments event, 
teams and individuals grant permission for these materials to be used unless a written 
opt-out request is submitted prior to the event. 

 

Privacy and Data Use 
All team and player information is submitted through our website and is handled 
securely and in accordance with our privacy policy. DZ Tournaments does not sell or 
share any participant data with third parties. Personal contact information will only be 
used for tournament communication and updates. 

 

Accessibility and Inclusion 
We strive to ensure all events are inclusive and accessible to players, families, and 
spectators. If anyone on your team requires special accommodations due to disability or 

accessibility needs, please contact us at least one week prior to the tournament so we can 
make appropriate arrangements. 

 

Waiver Policy  
All coaches, players, and team personnel are required to complete and sign the DZ 
Tournament Liability Waiver prior to participating in any practices, games, or 
tournament activities. This waiver confirms acknowledgment of the inherent risks 
associated with athletic participation and releases the league, tournament directors, 
staff, volunteers, and facility partners from liability for injuries, illnesses, or accidents 
that may occur during event operations. Completion of the waiver is mandatory to 
ensure the safety and protection of all participants and to maintain eligibility for play. 
Once signed, the waiver remains valid and in effect for all DZ Tournaments and events 
conducted throughout the 2026 season. All waivers must be completed before the 
tournament start date. Waivers will be compared against your roster to ensure 
completeness.  

 



 

Concussion Protocol 
 
All coaches, volunteers, and other adults involved with their team are required to 
complete concussion awareness training every three (3) years.  
 
CDC Concussion Information Sheet 
 
Protocol for handling and reporting potential concussions: 
Umpires and Tournament Directors have discretion to remove a player from the 
tournament if a player shows signs of a concussion. The player will be immediately 
removed from play and the incident & player will be documented by the Tournament 
Director. If a player is removed due to a suspected concussion, they will not be allowed to 
continue playing in the tournament unless a “MEDICAL CLEARANCE: CONCUSSION – 
RETURN TO FULL ATHLETIC ACTIVITY” form is signed by a health professional and 
returned to the Tournament Director.  
 

 
 
 
All teams, coaches, players and spectators agree to hold DZ Tournaments LLC’s, their 
employees and facilities harmless in event of any issues or injuries. Participants agree 
and acknowledge there is a risk for injury in any sport. All coaches, players and 
spectators assume full liability and accountability if they engage in verbal or physical 
confrontation with any DZ Tournaments LLC’s employees or other coaches, players or 
spectators. Coaches are expected to stay in the dugouts during play unless they are 
coaching the base runners in the designated areas. Spectators are expected to stay in 
traditional spectator spaces such as bleachers and seating areas and are NOT allowed to 
enter the player’s arenas of the fields with the intent to cause issues. All participants and 
spectators understand that this is a baseball facility and assume the risk that baseballs 
can cause bodily injury and damage to personal property. Teams, Coaches and Parents 
that sign up for our tournaments agree to these policies. 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder2/Folder61/Folder1/Folder161/Parentandathleteinfosheet.pdf?rev=19b682dfdce24d0f96a27e4c750f9e34
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